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Star Trek's Mr Spock was created to be sex symbol 

The Star Trek character Mr Spock was meant to be a sex symbol to women, a newly-discovered letter from its creator has shown. 
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Leonard Nimoy as Mr Spock 

Gene Roddenberry, who was behind the cult TV show, said he deliberately gave the half-Vulcan character a "slight look of the devil."

He added: "I thought that might be particularly provocative to women." 

It was William Shatner's character Captain James T. Kirk who was considered to be the biggest male sex symbol on the Starship Enterprise.

But according to Roddenberry, Spock was designed to be the unlikely pin-up of the show.

As well as the large ears, Spock also had a bizarre "basin" haircut and distinctive eyebrows that ran at a steep angle up his forehead.

And he always used logic when making decisions, unlike the human characters who let emotions get in the way.

He was physically strong and possessed a lethal "Vulcan nerve pinch" that incapacitated enemies.

In the letter from 1973 Roddenberry refers to Spock as "Spoke" and writes: "I'll take credit for formulating Spoke and guiding the character..."

The letter was penned when Star Trek had been taken off air and prompted the show's already obsessed fans to launch a letter writing campaign to bring it back.

The philosophy behind the show is also discussed in the typed, three page letter that is in response to a series of questions.

Roddenberry writes: "It is important to the typical Star Trek fan that there is a tomorrow. They pretty much share the Star Trek philosophies about life, the fact that it is wrong to interfere in the evolvement of other peoples, that to be different is not necessarily to be wrong or ugly."

The letter belonged to an American who has now sent it to the UK to be sold at auction where Trekkies from around the world are expected to bid for it.

Richard Davie, from International Autograph Auctions, said: "This is a very interesting letter written at a time when the show was struggling and had been taken off air.

"In the letter he expresses his hopes that Star Trek will return to the television and argues that viewing figures were good enough.

"Of course Star Trek did come back and became one of the biggest TV success stories ever and still new versions are appearing.

"Roddenberry is answering a series of questions in the letter about Star Trek and reveals that he designed Spock to be attractive to women.

"I'm not quite sure it worked, but you can tell that Spock does have devil-like features."

Gene Roddenberry died in 1991 aged 70.
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