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Apollo 11 Moon landing: Michael Collins' space suit up for auction 

A space suit worn by the astronaut Michael Collins who took part in the momentous Apollo 11 Moon landings mission is being sold at auction 40 years later. 
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US astronaut Michael Collins, command module pilot of the Apollo 11 moon landing mission, July 1969 Photo: NASA 

The blue all-in-one flight suit belonged to astronaut Michael Collins, who piloted the space craft while Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked on the moon.

Collins wore the NASA boiler-suit after the record-breaking trio returned to earth in July 1969.

 

Collins retired from the organisation six months later and his physical conditioning supervisor recovered the blue suit from his locker and has kept it ever since.

Bidding for the item is set to rocket when it goes under the hammer at a British auction house, with an estimate of 10,000 pounds.

Also in the auction is a photograph of Neil Armstrong on the moon that has been signed by the three astronauts.

Such items are becoming rarer and rarer as Armstrong stopped giving autographs over 20 years ago.

The items are due to be sold at International Autograph Auctions in London on Saturday. 

Auctioneer Richard Davie said: "The suit is a really unique, one off item.

"We are hoping the 40th anniversary of the moon landings may evoke some memories from the generation of people who recall it and may want to buy this out of nostalgia.

"This is an extremely rare opportunity for members of the public to acquire an item you would normally expect to find in a museum. It would be a great conversation piece.

"The suit is in very good condition considering it is 40 years old and it is still wearable.

"The provenance is excellent. It was worn by Michael Collins after he, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were recovered from the mission.

"It was kept in his personal locker until six moths later when Collins retired from NASA.

"It was removed from the locker by his physical conditioning supervisor Joe Garino who was given express permission from NASA to keep it.

"The suit comes with a letter of authenticity from Garino."

The sky blue cotton suit has numerous zipped pockets, snap pockets and Velcro patches as well as a circular NASA logo patch on the chest.

Mr Davie said the estimate for the suit was between 7,000 to 10,000 pounds.

The guide price for the framed, signed photograph is between 2,000 to 3,000 pounds.

The auction takes place on Satuday at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel at Heathrow, London.

