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Princess Diana opened her Christmas presents weeks in advance, private letters reveal

By Daily Mail Reporter

Last updated at 6:16 PM on 21st December 2009

Princess Diana could not wait for Christmas Day to open her presents and tore the wrapping paper off weeks in advance, previously unseen letters have revealed.

Diana also suspected that young Prince William had acquired her habit of opening Christmas presents early after she found wrapping paper scattered around the home.

The late princess said that the presents she most desired were picture frames in which she could put photos of her 'small men' - princes William and Harry.
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Princess Diana, pictured with Princes William and Harry in 1992, wrote to a friend that she tore the wrapping paper off her Christmas presents weeks in advance

The letters on headed Kensington Palace paper were written to Diana's beautician Janet Filderman throughout the mid to late-1980s.

They also reveal some of her inner thoughts and anguish, and record that she was 'emotionally upside down and confused' and admits her front was an act.

She also states that after six years of marriage she could not 'see a light at the end of the tunnel'.

But the details of Christmas in the Royal house show Diana had an almost infantile delight in receiving gifts.

And she speaks of the exhausting festive celebrations due to the energy of the princes.

In one dated December 14, 1985, she writes: 'As promised I rushed home to open your Christmas present, which I thought was quite good going considering the 25th is actually two weeks away!!...

'I could not resist opening my present, as a parcel of any shape or form has never been safe with me and I fear that William has also picked up this dreadful habit from his mother, as I find wrapping paper undone in the most extraordinary places!'
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Confidante: The letters, which are to be auctioned in February, were written to Diana's beautician Janet Filderman in the 1980s

Two years later Diana penned a letter to Janet, dated Christmas Day 1987, in which she thanks her for giving her a picture frame.

She wrote: 'You are so clever to have found something that I hinted like mad for, but nobody had listened to until I opened your present!...

'I can never get enough photograph albums for the amount of pictures I take of my small men and the arrival of yours is just perfect.

'William and Harry had the best Christmas ever and I am exhausted just trying to keep up with them as they rush around. Anyway at least they sleep well.'

The gradual breakdown of Diana's marriage and the stress it caused her can also be gleaned from the letters.

In June 1985, when her union with Prince Charles was strong, she wrote: 'You must know only too well what a female needs more than anything (apart from a husband) is a mass of hangers for the clothes.'

Prince Charles later admitted that in 1986 he had rekindled his relationship with Camilla Parker Bowles.


 

Runs in the family: In this letter, Diana revealed that Prince William also like to open his presents early

In August 1987, Diana wrote: 'I wish that I could cope with the media and people's thirst for knowledge of us, but after six years I find everything that much more of a struggle and just cannot see a light at the end of the tunnel.

'I know there are a million people worse off than me and that I should do all that I can for them, but at the end of the day I have to live with myself emotionally.

'At the moment I am upside down and confused (so boring for those around me) and putting on this act is desperate, but if it keeps people off my back then surely it must be worth it.'

There are more than 30 letters that are set to go under the hammer and could fetch up to £20,000.

Richard Davie, from International Autograph Auctions, said: 'Most of the letters are about quite mundane things, but there are some nice comments about Christmas time in the household.

'She also confides details of her mental state, which make sense now we know what was happening at the time with her marriage.

'Even in the letter that states how emotionally "upside down" she is, she also says that she ought to still be helping people less fortunate than herself.

'When I went through the letters I discovered there were some gaps and when I asked the vendor she said that often she'd put the letters in her coat and then washed it or take it to the cleaners and the letters were destroyed.

'She was quite relaxed about it and I don't think she realised what value there were in these letters.

'There is obviously a great deal of interest in Diana and I'm sure many collectors and historians will wish to have them.'

The sale at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel at Heathrow in London takes place on February 13.

 

